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.. | Committees No. 1 and 6, reported ds follows: © 
Hager, Esq. : The report of the President-was»now read.) s Paper No. 1, is a letter from the Rey. N..B. 
The editor finde it necessary to adopt the following rule: No (for which see No. 9, of Lutheran Observer. ) Litttle, of Circleville, Ohio, giving a statement 


the they are. pest paid. Hie The election of officers took plate, whén the} of his ministerial labors during the past year, 


hopes die, short, 100 miles and under, | £0llOwing gentlemen were re-elected. |it-which he remarks that_his congregations ex- 

‘fe I cent ; over 100 miles, 14 cts. i | _ Rev. D. F. Scuagrger, President. ternally and spiritually, are. in a prosperous con- 

Rev. J: Meptrart, Secretary. dition, which letter the com mittée-recommend 
Syuovttal. M. WacutTgr, Treasurer. to be read before the 

The Rev..Mr. Krauth, of East Pennsylvania} Paper No. 6,—the minutes of “East Penn- 


Synod,—Rev. Mr. Oswald, and. Rev. C. F.| sylvania Synod, from whieh it appears that the 
Of the Synod of Maryland and Virginia, held Schaeffer, of West Pennsylvaifia Synod,—Rev. ‘churches within the bounds of that Synod, are 


in Baltimore, on the 23d, 24th, 25th of No-| yy, Helfenstine, of the German Reformed }in a prosperous state.” The Committee récom- 
vember, 1852. ." Church, and Rev. Hauer, of Virginia, were ad-}mend that the same number of copies of our 
The clergy and lay-delegates of this synod,| mitted as advisory members. ~ jfminutes be sent to said Synod, and that-our . 
assembled in Baltimore, on Sunday, the 23d} Qn motion, the minutes of last Synod weré| President be requested to give to this Synod, 
November. On the preceding evening, | 
ious addresses were delivered in the English; -Of the clergy, Rev J, Winter, was absent Streit’s legacy, and if necessary, write in behalf 
utheran Church, by Bros. Eichelberger and| without excusey Rev. F. Haas,—without ex-|of this body, to Ex-Goverfor Shultz on the 
Hoffman, .On Surfday morning, the’ synodical | cuse. Rev. J. Albert,—excused, Rev. J. Keh-| subject, as the authorized agent for its distri- 
discourse was preached by the president, the| ler,—excused.  Tbution.. Rev. Dr. | 
Rev. D. F. Schaeffer, from 1 Pet. 5: 2, $,4.—| The President now called for documents to Tsaac BauGHER, > Committee, 
On Sunday afternoon, the sacrament of the|be laid before the Synod “when twenty-five| . L. 
Lord’s Supper was administered, and s sermon | copies of the proceedings of East Peiasylvania| » Vie letter from Rev. N. B, Little of Ohio, 
preached by the Secretary, the Rev. J. Medtart,| Synod were laid on the table.—.4 letter from | being readjip. which he intimates a: desire to 
from 2 Cor. 16; 22. In the evening, Br. C. F.| Circleville, Ohio.—T wo letters from, Sharps-|remain. in COnnection. with this Synod, it 
Schaeffer, of West Pennsylvania Synod, burg, Md.—T'wo letters, from Mechanics-| was Resolved, That a8 a ruléthas been adopt- 
ed from John, 8; $2.—At the same time Br.| burg, Pa., and from New Philadelphia, Ohio.|ed, requiring ministers-to connect themselves 
Wachter preached in the German. Reformed) 'Two" letters from Gettysburg—Letter from] with the synod-‘in whose bounds they reside, 
Church, from Luke, 19; 41, 42.—Om Monday | New Albany; Indiana.—_The President’s Report. }andas the Rev. Ruth and Greenwald, and oth- 
afternoon, Br. Wachter preached in the English} © On motion, the letters and papers were re-|ers from this Synod, have been admitted by the 


Lutheran Church. hferred to committees. Ohio Synod, the Rey. Mr. Little’be required to 
On Monday morning at 9 o’clock, the cler-]No, 1. Dr. Kurtz, Eichelberger and Baugher. |dothe same. —) . 

gy and lay-delegates met in the Lecture room| No. 2. Rey. A. Reck, J. Reek and Bechtel. — |.. The Committee appointed, o°examiné paper 

of the English LutherangChurch. The session] No. 8. Rev, Hoshour, Eichelberger and Philip}No. 2, report that it ¢ofitains two Commiunica- 

was opened with prayer by the President. Uhler. |tions from the congregations of Boonsboro, and 
The following isa list of the members of} No, 4. Rev. J.G. Morris, Hoffinan, H. Nixdorff,| Sharpsburg, under the care of Rev. P. Rizer, in 


this Synod. 4 and Baugher. | which they express théir thanks forthe chris. 


_ Rey.Dr. Kurvz, Baltimore. _ _ |No. 5. Rev, Wachter, and F. Conradt.._- | tian care exercised towards them by this Synod, 
Scuarrrer, Frederick, Md. |No. 6. Dr. Kurtz. lin furnishing a minister; they alse 
“Pe Hass, Preston Co. Va. No. 7; Rev..Morris, J. N. Hoffman, H. Nixdorf. express their entité approbation of his moral 
_“ A. Recx, Middletown, Md. .. The brethren were now called upon for their} deportment and ministerial. labors, and pray 
“ Wacurer, Frederick, Md: parochial reports. that he may permitted to gontiuue among 
6. J. KEHLER, Madison, Va... | Cong. Bapt. Confir. Comm. Deaths, Seb. | them: A. Recx, | 
J. Winter, Williamsport, Md. }Rev. Dr. Kurtz, 1. 81 00 291 60. 9 . > Com, 
J. Meptarr, Martinsburg, Va. D. ¥. Schaefier, 2 253 56 698 96 2 L. 
J. N.Horrman, Taneytown, Md. {F. Hass, Wo report, |. The Committee appointed to%@xamine. pa- 
$.K. Hosnovur, Hagerstown, Md... |A.Reck, 4, 104 80 530 20 6 No. 8, report, that one is a letter from thé 
J.G. Morris, Baltimore. |M.Wachter, 3122 $7 422.44 2 | Rev. E. Keller, a delegate to this Synod, from 
“ J, AtBert, Manchester, Md. | J. Kehler, 1, 58 00 100 18 West Pennsylyania Synod, egqusing “his” ab- 
J, Reox, Smithsburg, Md... «| J.Winter, >. No report. | “|sence—The second is a letter from Rev. E. 
IL. Etcuertercer, Winchester, Va Medtart, 54 - 25 225 12 | Greenwald, a licentiate of this Synod, now-re- 
“ Haversrtick, in Europe. | J. N. Hoffman, 4 115° 181 700 $ }giding in Ohio, and having charge of 
“ Rizer, Sharpsburg, Md. |S. K. Hoshour, 2° 64 00, 849 19°. 1 |tions im and about New Philadelphia, givi 
LAY-DELEGATES. J,G. Morris, 1 41 £4.15 100 22 14 jan account. of his missionary and ministeri 
Henry Nixporr, Frederick. J. Albert, 6. 156. .86 709 $7.1. }labors during the past year. The letter was. 
_Lzewis BecurTet, Middletown. J. Reek, 5 180 202 580. 42% 4° before the Synod. 
Samuen Byertey, Woodsboro. - |L. Eichelberger, 4 .$5 .17 160 00°11 SK. 
Isaac BAvouer, Emmitisburg:. Haverstick, 5 99 205% 9 2 Pr Com. 
Davin SHowman, Hagerstown. P. Rizer, $. 66 101 296.5 1 ie ee L. EicHELBERGER, 


any information he may posséss, in relation to 
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Charles 
_ Albany, Indiana, in which he mentions, that 
there are several congregations in that vicinity, 


and Temperance Societies, and all other benev- 


_ Jabor within the bounds of this Synod, agreea- 
_ bly to the recommendation of the President. 


The Committee appointed to examine pa- 
No. 4, reported, that’ 
o. ty Is a letter from Rev. Dr. Hazelius, re- 
.. commending the licensure of Mr. Reuben 
Weiser, a student of theology. “They move 
- that it be referred to the Ministerium. < 
No. 2, Is a call for the ministerial services of 
Mr. Reuben Weiser, from St, Phomas, Frank- 
- lin Co. Pa., provided. he “is licensed by this 
body. 
Nos. 3, & 4, Are letters of similar import from 
McConnelsburg and Mercersburg. 
| J. G. Morris, 
J. N. Horrman, 
H. Nixporr, 
J. BauGuHER. 


Synod adjourned. 


Tuesday morning, 9 o'clock. 
The Committee appointed to examine pa- 
per No. 5, reported, That it is a letter from 
E Blumenthal, who resides in New 


and prays this Synod for license, that he may 
serve them as their pastor. 
W. WacurTer. 
T. ConraptT. 


It was geferred to the Ministerium. 


The Rev. Mr. Van Dyke, of the German Re- 
formed Church, was admitted as an advisory 
member. . 

The Committee appointed to examine the 
President’s.address, reported, and proposed the 
following resolutions. 

Resolved, That this Synod coincide in the 
views of the President, on the subject of the 
General Synod, and hereby declare their firm 
and unshaken adherence to that body. 

Resolved, That the brethren who are engag- 
ed in the preparation of devotional, and other 
books intended for our people, be encouraged 
to proceed in their dabors. 

Resolved, That we congratulate the church 
on the establishment of the college at Gettys- 
burg, and that we exert ourselves to support it. 

Resolved, That we consider the conduct of 
Mr. Winder, a former licentiate of this Synod, 
as irregular, and that it be recommended to the 
brethren, to admit no man to their pulpits, who 
calling himself a Lutheran, does not conform. 
to our ecclesiastical usages. | 

Resolved, That the 3ist of October, thé’an- 
nive of the Reformation, be annually cele- 
brated by holding public worship,—or if it-be 
not €onvenient, it is recommended to be cele- 
brated onthe Lord’s day, nearest the $ist of 
October of each year. 

ResolvedjPT hat a Missionary be appointed to 


Resolved, That we continue_our exertions, 
in the support of Sunday Schools, Bible, Tract, 


olent enterprizes. 
Joun G. Morris,” 
| J. N. Horrman,. 
H. Nixporrr. 
Resoloed,*That the peculiar circumstances 
and wants of our church, require the establish-| 
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Resolved, That a committee,be appointed to 
prepare a:plan, and constitution, and lay the 
same before this body.—Messrs. Morris, Eich- 
elberger, Krauth, Hoffman and Saugher, were 
appointed. | 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed at. 
the last session, to settle the business of the 
Lutheran Intelligencer be continued, and that 
they be urged to bring the matter to a final 
settlement, hereby being authorized to pursue 
all lawful meagures;"to secure payment from 
delinquent subgeribers. 

The term of service of Rev. J. N. Hoffman, 
as. director of the Seminary having expired; 
the Rev. J. Medtart was elected to serve for 
five years. — 


to appoint a Missionary to labor within the 
bounds of the Synod, and if necessary defray 
his expenses out of the Synodical Treasury. 


The following sums were contributed to the 
Treasury of the Synod. : 
Frederick, by H. Nixdorf, - - - $10 00 
Middletown, L. Bechtel, - - - - 5 00 
Rev. M. Wachter, - - 10 00 
Madison C, H.,J.Kehler,- - - - 10 00 
Emmitsburg, Isaac Baugher, - - 15 00 
Hagerstown, S. K. Hoshour, - - -~- 10 00 
J. Reck,- - - = 10 00 
Winchester, L. Eichelberger, - - - 6 50 
J. Albert,- - - - 9 00 
Sharpsburg, P. Rizer, - - - - - 11 67 


The Committee appointed to: examine the 
Treasurer’s accounts, report the following, 


Oct. 17th, 1832. 


Balance in the Treasury, - - - $253 89 
Synodical contributions,-~ - - 103 40 
Received for Intelligencer,- - - 88 50 


| 445 79 
Disbursements, - - - - - =* 404 433 


Leaving a Balance of §$ 41 3863 


K. Hosnovur, 
- Henry Nixporrr. 


Resolved, That the proceedings of this Sy- 
nod be published in the Lutheran Observer,— 
and that if possible, the entire proceedings be 
comprised in one number, and that 400 extra 
copies be published for the use of this Synod. 

Resolved, That thirty copies of the proceed- 
ings be sent to East Pennsylvania Synod, thirty 
to West Pennsy!vahia, fifteen to South Carolina, 
fiften to North Carolina, fifteen to Hartwick 
Synod, N. Y., fifteen to New. York, twenty- 
five to Ohio Synod, fifteen to Virginia Synod, 
and fifteen to ‘l'ennessee Conference. 
~" Resolved, That ten copies be sent to each 
minister of this Synod. 

Resolved, That the Synod go into an elec- 
tion for the time and place of next. meeting— 
On counting the votes, the following place and 
time were determined upon; Martinsburg, 2d 
Sunday in October. 1888. 

Resolved, Thatsynod adjourn until 8 o’clock, 


ment of a Lutheran T'ract Society. os! 


P. M.—Prayer by Br. J. Reck. 


Resolved, That the President be authorized 


Afternoon session, 3 o'clock P.M, 
Prayer by Bro. Rizer. 


The Committee appointed to draft a consti- 
tution for a Tract Society of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, report the following. 

1. This Society shall be called the T 
ciety of the Lutheran Church. 

2. The object shall be the publication of 
doctrinal and practical tracts, for distribution 
in the Lutheran Church. 

8. The officers shall be a President, thirteen 
Vice Presidents, Secretary and. ‘Treasurer, who 
as a board, shall manage the concerns of the 
society. ; | 

4. The President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
shall be a publishing committee, to whom al] 
tracts for publication shall be directed, who 
shall superintend and conduct the publication 
of the same. 

5. Societies auxiliary to this, may be estab- 
lished throughout the bounds of the church, 

OFFICERS. 

President, Rev. Dr. Kurtz, 

Secretary, Rev. J. G. Morris, 

Treasurer, T. Nixpvorrr, Baltimore. 


VICE PRESIDENTS. 
Rev. C. P. Krauth, Rev. J. Bachman, 


ract So- 


‘¢ DPD. F. Schaeffer, “ Prof. Schmidt, 
« B. Keller; & Prof. Miller, 
A, Reck, J. P. Cline, 

 Dr.Schmucker,sen. | “ G. Lintner, 

“ Dr. Hazelius, “ W. D. Stroble. 
@G. Shober, 


Resolved, That Rev. J. Reck be our dele- 
eto the next Synod of West Pennsylvania. 


Resolved; That Rev. M. Wachter, be our 


delegate to the Synod of East Pennsylvania, 
Resolved, That the Ministerium be a com- 
mittee to transact any unfinished business. 
Adjourned, until 9 o’clock on Wednesday 
Morning. 
This evening the Rev. Mr. Krauth preached 


from Matth. 7: $7,—and the Rev. Mr. Rizer, 
was publicly licensed. 


Wednesday Morning, 9 o’clock. 
Prayer by Bro. Medtart. 


Resolved, That it be recommended. to the 
publishing committee of the General Synod to 
publish no further edition of the large Hymn 
Book, until after the next meeting of the Gen- 
eral Syned, and that this Synody earnestly re- 
commend the General Synod to make such im- 
provements in the new liturgy, as will make it 
satisfactory, or suppress it entirely, and that 
the order of prayers in the old liturgy be add- 
ed to the next edition, that shall be published. 

Resolved, That every young gentleman who 
intends to apply to this Synod for license, make 


known his intention to the President, at least 


two months previous, and that the Presi- 
dent appoint him. two subjects, on which the 
applicant shall read written exercises. 
Resolved, That should circumstances pre- 
vent the execution of the above resolution, the 
examination of applicants be commenced on 
the first day of the session, and conducted 
throngh the succeeding days, as far as time, not 


otherwise deyoted to the business of the Synod, 


will admit. 
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Resolved That. a Committtee of three be 


appointed to collect the most important resolu- 
tions of our past Synods, and report concern- 
ing them, at the meeting of the next Synod.— 
Messrs. Schaeffer, Wachter and Dr. Kurtz, were 
appointed. 

Resolved, That Synod adjourn till 2d Sun- 
day. in October, 1833+—Prayer by the Presi- 
dent. 


MINISTERIUM. 

(The Ministerrum commenced its session on 
Tuesday afternoon, but we insertthe entire 
“Mr. Reuben Weiser, a student of theology, 

at Gettysburg, made application to the Minis- 

terium for license. 

Mr. Rizer made application for a renewal of 
his license. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 


‘examine Br. Rizer.—Brs. Morris, Mofiman, and 


A. Reck were appointed. ; 

Resolved, That Br. Hoshour examine Mr. 
Rizer’s sermons, and journal, who reported, that, 

In accordance with the President’s direction, 
I examined the sermon and diary furnished to 
this Ministerium, by Rev. P. Rizer. The ser- 
mon is on the subject of divine love to us, and 
our obligations arising from it. . The introduc- 
tion is appropriate; the divisions natural; 
the matter edifying, and the language ‘chaste, 
the whole sermon indicative of the vigorous 
iutellect of its author. 

From his diary we can readily infer, that he 
was not a slothful servant in the vineyard of 
the Lord. He officiated every Sabbath, unless 
when interrupted by indisposition; he frequent- 
ly preached during the week; catechised regu- 
larly, and held many prayer meetings.. The 
Lord did not suffer his labors to be unayaila- 
ble—many were brought to the knowledge of 
the truth by his ministrations. 

SamvueE. K. Hosnoor. 


After Mr. Rizer was examined, it was Re- 
solved, That lis license be renewed. 

Mr. Weiser’s request fort license was..not 
granted, inasmuch as he intends to labor with- 
in the bounds of another synod, and of course, 
as a candidate he could not then be under.our 
control. Desirotis of avoiding collision witha 


sister. Synod, and all irregularity in our pro-| 


ceedings it was Resolved, That Mr. Weiser be 
referred to the Synod of West Pennsylvania, 
within whose bounds the churches desiring his 


services, ate located. The Ministerium unite in 


recommending him'to their brethren, and deem 
it a duty here to state that no personal objec- 
tion was brought against the applicant; the on- 


Pennsylvar .a Synod. 

The President was directed to write to the 
President of West Pennsylvania Synod,.ex- 
plaining the circumstances in reference to Mr. 
W eiser. 

The Ministeri im adjourned.—The brethren 
on bended knee, returned thanks to the great 
Head of the church for his gracious presence, 
and prayed that He might continue with them 
to the end of the world. sq 

Jacop Meprarrt, Secretary. 


Baltimore, Nov. 25th, 1832. 


ality. 


\ed an education society. Besides these, there’ 


_ly difficuity arising out of his relations to, West 
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/REPORT OF THE EDUCATION SOCIETY. OF 
‘THE S¥NOD OF MARYLAND, 


Read Ut a meeling of the Society, held in. Bal- 
timore, on Alonday Evening Nov. 24th, 1832. 
This Society was organized at the meeting’ 

of the Synod in Shéperdstown, in October, 

1828, and has, of course, been in existente four 

years. Its@bject is to educate poor and pious 

young men for the gospel ministry in our 
church. It has been instriimental in doing 
some good, but not'to th@extent that is desira- 


have been under its patronage, all of whom 
pursued their studies at the seminary in Gettys- 
‘burg. One of these was honorably dismissed, 
and has attached himself to the Moravian Breth- 
ren,—two have left the seminary for a year to 
take charge of a school,—two have finished 
their studies, and one was dismissed for in- 
competency, so that but two beneficiaries are 
at present under our patronage. Both of these 
young men are very promising, and maintain a 
reputable standing in their classes. 

We are again called upon to commend the 
charitable zeal of the females of several of our 
churehes, who during the past year have been 
industriously engaged in behalf of this society. 
They have Set an example which we hope will 
be imitated by all their sisters. of our faith,} 
within the bounds of this» Synod. We pray} 
that the divine blessing may rest upon them} 
and their labors, and that they may never grow 
weary in rendering such essential aid to the 
objects of this society. , | 

Since the Synod of Maryland has set the ex-| 
ample of establishing Synodical ‘societies, sev- 
eral of our sister synods have followed it, and 
with shame we acknowledge it, that most of | 
‘them dbring the last year exceeded us in liber- 
The Synod of West Pennsylvania has at 
present six yourg men under its care,-—the Sy- 
nod of East Pennsylvania, at its last session, 
contributed a handsome sum to this cause,— 
and we are happy to hear that_the synod of 
New York at its late meeting, also establish- 


exist within the bounds of some of the other 
synods, private societies, which have contributé 


young men. 
Since the completion of the Seminary edi- 

fice at Gettysburg, some charitable ladies have 

undertaken to furnish a few roots for the ac- | 


well, and we hope that every beneficiary will | 
have his room furnished by the libetality of the 
church, thus saving to him a considerable ex- 
pense. 
The demands of our church: for Missionary 
aid, continue to be pressing. 
congregations are crying for help, but how can 


young men amongst us, who devote themselves 
to the ministry, and when the majority of these 
few are unable to support themselves, whilst | 
‘they are prosecuting theirstudies. Our object 
is to assist such young men in their preparato- 
ry course, but we cannot accomplish it, unless 
thé benevolent of our members, contribute to 
our funds. But we have no reason to deplore; 


"ble. Since its organization, @ight young men? After the report was ready it was moved and 
seconded, That the reports just readgbe adopt- 


a 24, Balance in thé Treasury, 


ed considerably to the education of indigent 


commodation of poor studefits. ‘This is doing +* 


The destitute | * 


‘we send them laborers, when there are so few |» 


75 


| has obtained friends and patrons: Batit must. 


be acknowledged thit we have*hot contributed 
to the extent of our abilities;—some of our 


bag rw have as yet done nothing.» In these 


days of evangelical activity, m@ congregation 
ean be guiltless, that does net’comeup to, the 


Help of the Lord, ‘but we trast that after the 


subject has been fairly presentedto them, they 
will “come_to the relief of onrimploring Ziom 
We comtnend our causeto thé liberality of the 
friends of Christ, andeto his OWn pro- 


ed, and printed in the Lutheran Obsérver, 
Resolved, That we will exert ondrsel¥es. to 
support at least one more beneficiary” Rere- 
after. ‘ 
The Rev. Messrs. Medtart, Hoffman, Krauth 
and Schaeffer delivered addresses, 
Lewis Medtart, im account with the Missionary 
ond Education Society, of. the* Synod of 
Maryland and Virginia. | 
1831. 


-« 25, Collected at Cumberland, 
Dec. 19. From Miss Getzendanner, 
Treas. Female Aux. Soc. . 
of Fredericktown, - 40 154 
1832. 
Apr. 24. From Miss Debruler, Treas. 
Female Aux. Soc’ty of |. 
Fredericktown, - - 28 00 
June ié. Collection at Emniittsburg, ~ 
. Md. by the hands of the 
S»* Rev. John Morris, - 
Oct. 28. From Female Aux. Soc. of 
“Martinsburg, Va. by the 
hands of Rev. JoMedtart,.- 28 $74 


82 96 


42 00 


$398 64} 
CR, 
Oct. 28. Francis, Springer,” = $16 00 
“William Miller, + 85-00 
Nov. 2. Jesse Hoover, - = 


50 00 
1832. 
Jan. 16. Danl, Jenkins, Jesse Hoove 
er, Wm. Miller, & Peter 
Rizer, = -> 
Apr. 18. Dank. Jenkins, Jesse Hoov- _- .. 
er; Wm. Miller, & Peter 
Rizer, - - 100 00 
May 15. Francis Springer, through 
r. Baugher, = 25 00 
Oct. 23. William Miller, - “30.00 
Nov. 26. Balance in the Treasuryy 


100 00 


- 


Expended this year. $355,—and five bene- 


$232 81 


4364) 


$398 64) 


ficiaries supported at the Seminary, Gettysburg, | 


Pa.. 


the session of the synod. 

Thos. Harwood, $2 25; J. Bolm, $1; D. 
BixleryS; “L. Eichelbergeér, 1, T. Nixdorff, 1; 
T. Morris, 1; W. Miller, 1 505 Dr. Kurtz, 2; 


‘wherever the subject has been introduced it! 


A 


S. K. Hoshour, 1; J. Medtart,'15,W. House 1; 


The following stms were contributed during 
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A Weckerly, Jun. % J. Réck, 1; W.Mitehell 


_be saved, and no farther. 
false, and diametrically opposed to the doctrine. 


1; G. Hammer, 1; F. Baughman,1; D, Martin, 
1; Mr. Feinour, 1; FP. Messing, 1, GoHarman, 
‘1; J. &. lifé member, 10; G. Hager, 1; 
A. Hack, Tuimball, 1; Showman, 1; C. 
P. Krauth, 1; J. Reese, 1; G. Stonebraker, 5; 
J. Kehler, 10; PRizer, 5;, M..Wachter, 475; 


Miss C. Ketholtz, 1; Show- 


man 1; M. Merkle, 1; John G. Morris, 1. 


‘ — 


>»... 


| heartto. this-or.that thing belonging to the 


ON THE GRACIOUS ACOEPTANCE OF 


WEAK FAITH. 


(Translated for the Observer from Spener’s Lebensp- 
fliehten, by J. W."R.) 
_ Vol. 1,.p.282.] There is another erfor, pre- 
vailing among many persons, against which 
they must.guard; They do not clearly view 
the G@rticle of Justification. It.is true we all 
well know, and acknowledge, that man is jus- 
tified and saved alone through faith, and not 
by works; but when it comes to practice, it 
often; Occurs that we, as it were, forget this, 


measure through works. ‘There are souls wh 
are much agonized; when in their self-exami- 
nation they perceive, how much they are want- 
ing, how powerfully they are still tempted by 
their sins, how hard it still is to resist them, 
yous that per are Sometimes subdued by them, 
ow much slothfulness still exists in them, and 
that they cannot yet attain that fiery zeal, which 
they should. They go to the table of the Lord, 
determined to strengthen their resolution anew, 
but soon find that it again becomes weak. 
Then they sink into such anguish that they are 
ready to despair, and not only imagine that all 
faith is lost, but some even lose it in reality. 
The fault lies here—they do not reflect, that 
our justification and salvation do dot depend 
upon the perfection and magnitude Of our holi- 
ness—how far we have progressed therein,— 
but alone upon divine grace, in the manner it 
is: obtained 
how far they fall short in holiness, they ima- 
gine grace and salvation to be-lost. Herein it 


and again wish -to seek our Salvation in cr, 


) is manifested, that unconsciously and contrary 


to their confession, they secretly entertain the 
opinion : we must be saved by justification, and 
as far as we have progressed therein, we sliall 
But this opinion is 


of justification by grace alone, so clearly ex- 
prone in the Holy Scriptures of the Ojd and 


ew T'estament. “Hence, it is no wonder if 
the faith of sach persons perishes, because’ in 


reality they will not build it upon grace, but 
upon works. 


> But, says sotfie one, shall we then not ex- 


amine ourselves according to the fruits of life, 
to seé how we stand >We are often admon- 
ished to do so. Certainly we’shall examine 
ourselves according to them. But we can ex- 
amine ourselves in two ways, either according 
to the sincerity of @uch fruits, or according to 
their pérfection; this double examinationthas 
not the same effect. If we find that the ffiits 
are not sincere, that.is, if we are not earnest 
in serving God above. all, but really incline‘our 


> 


by faith, But when these souls see 
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world, and thus if reality still serve the world, 
then we. justly conclude, that we are not in a 
state-of grace with God, because false- 
hood and iniquity of the heart cannot exist in 


otr conscience convinces us that although 
weak, we are in .earnest from the bottom of 


faith. . But if we find that we are sincere, and | G 


our soul, then we are assured of faith, and con- : 
sequently of salvation. ‘To examine ourselves 
still furthér, in order to ascertain how far wed 
haye progressed in holinessy orin what we are 


‘still wanting, is as beneficial as it is necessaryy 


if it be done with a proper view. But we are 
not to conclude from the existing want, that 


faith, on the contrary if we but possess the evi- 
dence of sincerity,,we must only conclude that 
our faith is yet weak, and that we have cause 
continually to grow stronger. To do which we 
will have more encouragement, if notwithstand- 


ourselves of the divine grace, whose medita- 
tion excites us to gratitude, than if we believe 


we are still without grace, and must first ob- 
tain it. . 


COUNT LEON. 


(We promised to translate portions of the long 
letters we have received from Count Leon’s 
Establishment. The following is a literal 
rendering. Our readers may judge for them- 
selves, of the claims of Count Leon.| 


“ After these preliminary scriptural observa- 
tions, I return to the person of the Count him- 


nation is divine. ‘This proof I find in his dis- 
times a week, for several weeks past, but which 
are mostly of a catechetical character. I ob- 
serve the profound sense which he draws from 


all the parts, the reunion of the whole, the de- 
velopment of the prophetical figures, the ope- 
ration of all this upon the hearer, who leaves 
the assembly, not only with perfect satisfaction, 
but with astonishment, having heard unusual, 


But true words and things. ‘To every attentive 


hearer, it is clearer and clearer, that the princi- 
pal proof of the divine mission of Count Leon lies 
in the truth, that is, in the most perfect harmony 
between his doctrine, and the revealed sense and 


mysterious internal connexion of the word of 
God. And as he explains the contents of the’ 


Scriptures, the light of truth beams forth to his 
divine legitimacy, and is reflected back upon 
his explanation and his person, whose being 


God, for the development of the divine’ mys- 
teries. A natural consequence then is, he who 
can explain the truth of the gospel as a perfect 
whole as he does, and labors for God, not for 
himself, and only for the sake of God, with the 
sacrifice of himself, for the present and eter- 
nal welfare of his brethren,—-who is assured 
before God, and in the nnme of God -that the 
power is given him, by the aid of God, to car- 
ry Out the will of the Lord,—such @ man de- 
serves so much confidence that he may be fol- 


lowed, and there is only one condition demand- 
ed, that no ene depart from the word: and law 


we are without the grace of God: and without} 


ing all such want or imperfection, we assure} 


self, and will attempt to prove that his illumi- 


‘courses, which he has been delivering three 


the letter of the divine word, the separation of 


appears more plainly than the living organ of 


of God. The language of the-Count sis 
not waveri 
termined. 


divine Zeal, and his earnestness like.that of a 


or ambiguous, but sure and de. 
he zeal which animates him is a 


man, who speaks in the name of ,God, out of 
od, and in union with God. . The hearer is 
profoundly impressed, trembles, ahd feels that 
God himself is speaking through this man. 


Original. 


For the Observer. 


DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE 
cHuRCH.—N6B. 3. 


Of Church Officers.— Requisite Qualifications. 


It has already been stated that the ruling 
officers in the Lutheran Church, besides minis- 
ters, are elders and wardens, or deacons. 
They are elected annually by the congregation, 
and their respective duties are marked out in 
the “Formula for the government and’ disci- 
pline of the church.”» The object intended by 
this arrangement is, that each congregation may 
have @ body or council of its best and most pi- 
ous men to aid their minister in advancing the 
spiritual interest of the church, and superintend 
and manage all matters of order and arrange- 
ment, necessary for its comfort and support. In 
both temporal. and spiritual matters they are 
therefore to bear, not only a part, but such a 
part as the interest of the church and religion 
‘require. Todo this successfully it demands 
indispensably that they be men of proper quali- 
fications, suited. to the important stations in the 
church, they are appointed to fill. The too 
frequent wantof these qualifications, is a mat- 
ter well known and deeply regretted. To this 
particular, | wish therefore especially to call the 
reader’s attention. For this very reason, churches 
in many instances, are languishing, and their in- 
terests ruined. Frequently individuals are plac- 
ed in these stations only because they are will- 
ing to serve, or are in the communion of the 
church, and without the least regard to their 
fitness. Sometimes churches even shew a dis- 
position to appoint men.to rule in religious mat- 
ters, because of their worldly standing and in- 
fluence, and without reference at all, to their 
religious character. .Hence it follows, that in 
lay-officers fuling in the church, we discover so 
frequently @ want of active piety. That 
an elder or warden in the church should 
be a truly pious and religious man, is so clear 
that we should imagine none but such would 
at any time be appointed by a congregation, or 
have presumption enough. to act, if appointed. 
It is indeed as requisite in them, as in the min- 
ister himself. What has a man, that is not deep- 
ly pious and experienced in religion himself, 
to do with ordering and conducting the matters 
of religion? What would a congregation say 

toa minister who would offer to preach for 
them, and yet tell them he was not however a 
converted man, and at best, only a formal or 
nominal christian? Would they think of re- 
ceiving him as.their pastor, or even listen to his 
discoufses, though he spoke like an angel? 
and yet the inconsistency in this case is not 


not more absurd, than that of appointing men 
to rule with ministers,in the matters of religion, 
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= of a social character, 
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makiag, as do, no pretensidn to religion | stances; whicli daily may make a demand Upon 


in itself, yet when we turn to the example of | From their situation in the charch of God, 
the apostles on this point, we cannot but regret | they are of ‘course, looked up to; as the indi- 


lar in confession, and payment Of priests’ does, 
and finally, may believe, or think he believes, 


the total indifference of many of our churches | viduals selected and appointed by the congre-| whatever the church believes.” A Unitarian * 


in this respect. The 6th chap. and Srd verse gation for these purposes. When, therefore, 


of Acts, will’tell us what kind of men they |sent for by the sick. to pray with them, shall 


sought out for officers among them.| ruling officergeie the cliurch be found, who Mdecentin his behaviour there, be-very loqua- 


They were required to be not only Men of} cannot or wr not gor shall a meeting for 
« honest report,” but also towbe “full of the) prayer and«extortation be adjourned, because 
Holy Ghost and wisdom,” Stephen, concern-}the minister is unable to» attend ?—shall a 
ing whom we are particularly informed, was mourning soul in its disturbed,and anxious 
eminently of this character, and in point of re-| condition, all upon a church officer for guid- 
ligious experience, was as well versed as the| ance and direction, and find that officer una- 
apostles themselves. Many church officers} ble to direct aright the awakened spirit? sure- 
doubtless think, if they are men of “ honest re-|]y all this is too absurd to be supposed, much 
port” and stfictly moral, this is a sufficient qual-| less to be found existing in the church. And 
ification, and with this outside daubing, ‘ this| yet reader it is only too true, perhaps you may 
untempered mortar,’ too many congregations|be the very individual, acting as elder or war- 
are satisfied ; and in this unpardonable mistake | den in the church of Christ, and yet if called 
might find a ready and plain reason why their | upon to pray with a sick or dying man, could 
charches do not prosper. All men ruling in| not pray—or if called upon to conduct the so- 
the church of Christ, elders and wardens, as| cial exercises of your weekly meeting, would 
much so as ministers, should be men “ full of} have to refuse,—if called upon by concerned 
the Holy Ghost and wisdom,” that is, strictly | and awakened sinners, to point out what they 
and decidedly pious; not mere professors, but | must do to be saved, you would say you knew 
acknowledged possessors of the spirit and grace | nothing about the matter. And are such men 


of God. “This want of active piety is, however, in the church—Are such appointed and con- 
particularly discoverable 


In wardens in the church. How the idea is 
obtained, that wardens in a church, may be 


tend meeting once on the Sunday, atid be very 


ciougpabout the benevolence of the Deity, and 
very severe in his stricturest@n thosedgnorant 
bigots, who suppose God will punish for 


parties in religion, these fanatics €xcepted, who 
contend for the faith oncé delivered to thegaints, 
and who think man responsible for his faith, as 
well as for the works that his, faith produces. 


are they christians ? 


we mean ‘ being converted.’. Very well? | 
| bably all the above named characters also think 


term. It would be better to say such @ione 
had become a new creature; or, ‘that formerly 


endeavors to serve the Lord, Jesus Christ, and 
restson him alone for galvation; he was sel- . 


men of less piety than is required in its other|God? ‘To the shame, dishonor, and conse-| fear that many who use it. deceive themselves. 


officers, is more than the writer can conceive. 
It certainly was not taken from the bible, or 
the practice of the apostolic church. The con- 
duct and example of the apostles there record- 
ed, would teach us a different and yery oppo- 
site doctrine. The idea is too absurd and in- 
consistent to dwell upon. That a man, either 
professedly irreligious, or cold, formal and in- 
different about the progress of religion, wheth- 
er warden or elder, should be fixed upon by a 
congregation, as a suitable individual to man- 
age and advance the interests of piety, and the 
church of God, makes’ in truth, the whole’a 
matter of ridicule and. contempt; and every 
such man, ruling in the things of God and the 
salvation of sinners, is nolohor to the church, 
no honor to religion, and a matter of high 
accountability to God, who thereby is dishon-' 


quently, ruin of the church, such is in too ma- 


and the souls of men ! 


the minister; or where’the minister resides out 


by some undefined notions about getting what 


ny instances the fact. Many an elder, many a they call religion, without understanding the’ 
warden may be found without prayer in his|real mature of true religion. ‘They had been 
family, without prayer with the sick; with- | frightened; perhaps, by some powerful decla- 
out prayer inthe congregation, and by those | mations about the dreadful state of the wicked 
about himy not even regarded as a spirit-}@fter death, or agitated and alarmed by seeing 
ual persoh.—He is a good man of “ honest | others so; and very maturally they were led to 
report,” —is not guilty of theft, cursing, lying, imitate them In their language, without inquir. 
stealing, slandering, or betraying his neighbor, )4Mg very particularly into its import. Receiving 
&c., but as to real piety, as to living up to the | little other instruction upon the subject than 
practice of a religious man, in his family, or in} ™ay result from doose and almost unmeanin 
the church, to all this he makes no pretensions, | €xpressions about feeling themselves lost, and 
and yet presumptuous enough to fill an office | Sdbmitting themselves to God, to be ‘di | 
jin the church,—anJ a congregation is found of as he pleases, &c.; and being told that con- — 
indifferent enough to appoint such to aid their | ¥@rts are first in great distress, and then obtain 
pastor, and counse! with him about the things, | @ hope, without being distinctly instructed con- 


cerning the true grounds of these feelings im 


M.Lutuer,  |the-new born soul,js it wonderfal’that their 
ored, and for which the congregation, as well | seinen | minds, after a geason of painful feeling and 
as its officérs will have to answer. : : anxiety, should revert to the opposite €xtreme 

How often“does it happen, in the absence . 


.of joy and hopé, while from their ignorance or 


of the bounds of a congregation, as many mi ea ay 
i _— From the Presbyterian. 
isters have several churches in charge, and can- from the Presbyterian 


not reside in the midst of ‘each particular ,. BB BAR COT. SERICION. 


visit and comfort the sick, pointing out to them 


has promised to be with ‘his. children in their 


hortations form a 


are they called up to converse with| transcendent bigotry in his faith, A Roman 
> concerned and awakened on the subject of 


igion itself. Besides many other circum- ‘in Lent—may turn over many scores of beads 


church,—how often in this caSe are the officers|. The*above is a phrase very common in cer- 
of his church, as religious men, called upon to | tain sections of our country, they who use it, 


Catholic may eat no flesh either on Friday, or | of in Scripture; and it req 


_| mistaken views, there is no_ satisfactory evi- 
dence, that they: have laid hold of the hope set 


before them in the gospel? In™ those” whose. 
case we are considering, it seems to be an’ ex- 


citement of the natural feelings. As the peh- 
dulum, after a.gttong vibration to ome side, re- 


meaning, | suppose, to convey the idea, that Murnsas far to the other; so it is with thém. . 
the precious promises of the word of God, suit-|the person spoken of, has become truly pious. 
= ed to their situation, and directing them in 


A season of joy coming after their fear; causes 


( . But, except among those who think “ man_ir-|them to hope that alb is) well “and the only 
prayer to that precious friend and brother, who | responsible for his belief,” it is surely an* im- 


cause which assign for'their hope, is 


from a par- 
tial discovery of the evil of sin, or from sym- 
ypathy with others who were so affected. © 


Theres a‘feigned faith,’ ‘a repentance to 


‘a zeal not according to knowledge, spoken 
uires no small de- 


gre@yof spiritual discernment to distinguish 
| 


daily, may cordially hate alb heretic, may pur- 
themselves. “The case indced is plain enough | their time and service in the matters of religion. chase prayers andjmasses forthe dead, be regu- 


their iniquity, and have charity for all sects and 


‘It may be replied, that by getting religion, 


themselves converted, in their.sense of the « 


fish, but now he doés good to.all, a8 he has ~ 
tinued by a congregation, its ruling officers?— | opportunity, especially to them, who are of the 
Are such to manage and regulate the concerns household of faith. ~ 
of religion. and the interests of the cause of| What induced me to notice this phrasesis a 


may despise all who believe in mysteries, 


—Now, have not all these ‘got feligion?’ But. __ 


he served diyers lusts and pleasures, but now he 


. proper way of expressing that fact. A Mo-/the removal of their former un feeli | 
trials and not forsake them,—How ‘often does| hammedan may be induced to. relinquish the | whether these feeli a 


| 4 happen, that they are called upon to lead| habit of drinking wine, and neglecting the 
& the religious exercises, and conduct meétings| prayers and fasts, enjoined by his prophet, and 
in' which prayer and ex-|to adopt that of abstinence from the juice of 


material part of the service— | grape, punctuality tv the hours of prayers, and | be repented of, a joy of the bypoerite and 
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